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General Course description 2012: 
Violence and Abuse: prevention and treatment  
 
The course will focus on protection of children from violence and abuse. Different approaches to 
prevention, treatment and care for children in need will be considered. Attention will be given to 
children and young people of all ages and to problems at the individual, social, and global levels. Fac-
tors that can cause problems for children, their families and municipalities will be explored as well as 
methods for assessing these factors. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is a central princi-
ple for the course, and will be emphasized in the presentations.   
 
Course description 2012: 
Violence and Abuse: prevention and treatment  
 
The course will focus on protection of children from violence and abuse. Different approaches to 
prevention, treatment and care for children in need will be considered. Attention will be given to 
children and young people of all ages and to problems at the individual, social, and global levels.  
 
Violence against children is omnipresent in society and manifests itself in different settings including 
the family, school, the neighborhood, relationships with peers and adults, communication by cell 
phone and internet, and in the media. We will explore factors that can cause problems for children, 
their families and municipalities and methods for assessing these factors. Factors which tend to in-
crease the risk of violence and abuse in families include low socioeconomic status, minority back-
ground and alcohol and substance abuse. Special characteristics of the child including disability, 
learning and behavior problems may also increase the risk of violence and abuse.   
 
Strategies for combating violence and abuse in the family which will be investigated include preven-
tive and supportive measures for children in their families such as financial assistance, subsidized day 
care, and adult support persons.  More intensive interventions such as multisystem therapy (MST) 
and placement in foster homes and residential care will also be considered. Better methods for treat-
ing abusers will be examined.         
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is a central principle for the course, and will be empha-
sized in the presentations. Article 19, which aims to protect the child from all forms of mental vio-
lence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation is of central im-
portance. Other relevant articles include 32-38 which aim to protect the child from different forms of 
abuse including economic exploitation, drug abuse and sexual exploitation. 
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ABSTRACTS 2012: 
 
Jim Lurie 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child – An overview of the convention and its implementation 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the first binding universal treaty dedicated solely 
to the protection and promotion of children’s rights.  It was unanimously adopted by the United Na-
tions General Assembly in 1989 and has now been ratified by most nations of the world. This presen-
tation will provide an overview of the convention, its adoption and some of its important principles. 
Article 19 – Protection from Abuse and Neglect, which is especially relevant for this course, will be 
discussed. Implementation of the convention will also be discussed with emphasis on the UN Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child and national reporting to the committee. What is the formal proce-
dure for monitoring and implementing the CRC and how has this been followed up in practice. The 
role of organizations involved in monitoring the convention including the ombudsman for children, 
CRIN, UNICEF, and Save the Children will also be examined.  

 
Caroline Meffan  
Exploring the complexities of working in child protection and how social workers are also at risk 
when intervening with families where abuse has been identified 
 
In recent years, in the UK, social work has been in the spot light regarding children within the social 
service system who have experienced serious injury or death. Many of these children have witnessed 
domestic violence and have themselves been subject to abuse within the family for a considerable 
amount of time. Munro (2010, 2011) undertook a review of child protection practice in England and 
Wales in order to identify the critical concerns in respect to the risk posed to children and how social 
workers engage with dangerous families. 
 
This presentation will. There are specific UK legal obligations that social workers have to meet in or-
der to facilitate a progressive and meaningful relationship with families. There is a significant dilem-
ma in regards to how the legal framework can be put into practice when safeguarding children from 
significant harm when the expectation is to work alongside families and recognise and respect these 
families (Ball, 2012). 
  
In this presentation I will critic the relevant legislation, demonstrating the frustrations for social work 
practitioners putting them into practice. There will also be an evaluation of where social work needs 
to be in 2013 to effectively engage with families and make a difference to those children at risk of 
harm. Case examples will be used to demonstrate the reality of child protection work, for example in 
child abuse cases and domestic violence. 
 
Ball, C. (2012) Legal perspectives on social work in child protection. In Davies, M. (ed.) (2012) Social 
Work with Children & Families. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Munro, E. (2011b) The Munro Review of Child Protection: Final Report – A Child-centered System, 
CM8062. London: DfE. 
 



Phil Mongan 
Disciplinary Descisions and Impact on Youth 
 
Disciplinary decision makers in primary and secondary schools have the incredibly difficult task of 
balancing school safety with the best interests of children under their care.  However, when major 
disciplinary incidents occur, these decision makers often respond with punishments that include the 
most restrictive environment possible.  They often utilize their own philosophy of punishment, in-
stead of evidence based approaches to keep their school safe while still maintaining the dignity and 
worth of all of their students.  This presentation explores whether school districts in the state of Ala-
bama are inconsistent with their disciplinary decisions, and what environmental factors may impact 
that inconsistency.  Then, the impact of disciplinary decisions will be explored in the context of 
schools around the world.  Finally, alternatives are discussed for ways that disciplinary decision mak-
ers in schools can increase the safety of their school, while still exposing difficult students to the least 
restrictive environment that is needed. 
 
Courtney Kirby, Aurelia Emerson, and Damien Angel 
Rape and Defilement of Underage girls in Ghana 
 
Osu boys’ Remand Home is located in Greater Accra, Ghana. The Remand Home serves the purpose 
of holding juvenile boys who have been accused of criminal activity until their cases have been re-
viewed. While working as interning social workers, we noticed that the rate of rape and defilement 
charges were higher than other criminal charges being filed. After interviewing a fourteen-year old 
juvenile accused of defiling a two-year old girl we began to question about possible external factors 
that could result in a higher rate of child-rape. Our presentation will explore possible extrinsic and 
intrinsic factors that lead to the defilement of young girls in Ghana. 
 
Laura Pavicic 
Case study: Psychosocial Treatment of Victims of Domestic Violence 
 
Home for women and children – Victims of domestic violence in Rijeka conducts a psychosocial 
treatment for mothers and children – victims of domestic violence. Treatment consists of numerous 
interventions that are implemented by our Team: social worker, psychologist and pedagogue. We 
insist on individual approach in order to meet specific needs for each family. Treatment includes in-
dividual and group work that is designed for each person individually. To ensure optimal help for our 
beneficiaries, we cooperate with many institutions, NGOs and state authorities relevant for the field 
of domestic violence. 
 
Case study will present a family of four:  we worked with them intensively and they represent the 
best example of comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach to the treatment of mothers and chil-
dren – victims of domestic violence. But, despite the effort invested by team, expected results some-
times fail.  The case will clearly show numerous limitations which we face in our work as well.  
 
Keywords: mothers, children, victims, domestic violence, treatment  
 



Torill Tjelflaat 
Massacre of children – how to cope? 
 
Norway is a small peaceful and peace loving democracy. It encourages openness and closeness be-
tween inhabitants and the ruling authorities. On Friday, July 22, 2011, the unthinkable happened as 
the country suffered its deadliest attack since the Second World War. First, a car bomb was set off 
outside a government building in the capital of Oslo that housed the prime minister's office, killing 
eight people. Soon afterwards a group of young people who were attending a retreat sponsored by 
the ruling Labour Party was attacked by a lone gun man. The massacre at the camp left 69 dead and 
nearly 100 wounded many of them children under the age of 18. 
 
In this presentation, I will reflect upon how Norway managed to cope with this tragedy, both on the 
societal and personal levels. Which “survival strategies” were used? How can we understand the 
apparently unifying effect the tragedy had on the country’s inhabitants.  
 
 
T.T. Trondheim, Norway, 15th. of May 2012. 


