
Page 1 / 4 

Course description of the extra-curricular international course: 

 

‘Challenges of Europe: The Quest for Citizenship’ 

Inclusion and Exclusion in Contemporary European Societies, Edition 9 

 

Utrecht/Brno/Zagreb and the Inter University Centre Dubrovnik (Croatia) 

 

Period   April 7 – 11, 2014 

 

Departments: Utrecht School of Governance, Utrecht University, The 

Netherlands; Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk Univer-

sity Brno, Czech Republic; Faculty of Political Science, 

Zagreb, Croatia; The Institute of Economics, Zagreb, 

Croatia; Inter University Centre Dubrovnik, Croatia 

Course directors: Dr. Wieger Bakker (Utrecht School of Governance, 

Utrecht University); Viktor Koska MA (Faculty of Political 

Science, Zagreb University), Prof. Dr. Ladislav Rabusic 

(Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University Brno) and 

Dr. Paul Stubbs (The Institute of Economics, Zagreb) 

Lecturers: International staff: Prof. dr. Brigitte Unger (WSI-

Germany / Utrecht School of Economics, Utrecht Univer-

sity), Prof. dr. Godfried Engbersen (Sociology Depart-

ment, Erasmus University Rotterdam), Prof. dr. Frans 

van Waarden (University College Utrecht, Utrecht Uni-

versity); Prof. Dr. Hakan Yilmaz (Political Science, Boga-

zici University, Istanbul), Prof. Dr. John Clarke (Open 

University, UK), Prof dr. Trudie Knijn (Department of 

General Social Sciences Utrecht University), Prof. mr. 

Ige Dekker (Utrecht University, Utrecht School of Law) 

 

 

 

 

Content 

The quest for citizenship has become a crucial issue for both individuals and govern-

ments in contemporary Europe. A continued momentum of Europeanization, includ-

ing the enlargement of the European Union, has now combined with a long-lasting 

and deep economic and financial crisis, with serious social consequences. Increas-

ingly, questions of inclusion and exclusion, of entitlements and responsibilities, are 

framed in terms of different constructions of citizenship.  

Individual citizens are confronted with an intensification of new or more visi-

ble processes of social exclusion. Who has which rights? And who is excluded from 

some of those rights? On what basis or argument? Do newcomers to a country have 

the same rights and does the granting of rights to some involve a loss of rights for 

others? So many rights - the right to work, the right to education, the right to reli-

gious and sexual freedoms, the right to participate in collective decision-making in 



Page 2 / 4 

the polis, and the rights to social security, welfare, and pensions, amongst others - 

are being contested and redefined in fundamental ways. Europeanization creates 

both new options and new uncertainties about the future of these rights in different 

spheres: political, social, economic, environmental and cultural. The quest for citi-

zenship, which had been thought of as a relic of the past, is rapidly becoming one of 

the most contentious issues of the day.  

Governmental authorities, whether local, national, or supranational, seem to 

need the citizen in many ways. They need citizens who identify themselves with the 

geographical region these governments strive to have jurisdiction over. They need 

them to legitimize and support the policies they decide upon, often including severe 

budget cuts and cuts in income and welfare provisions. They need the citizen to take 

responsibility for the tasks these societies regard important, but for which the gov-

ernments lack the means or the ambition. Today‟s “good citizen” is an “active citi-

zen” who does not depend entirely on the government. A quest for citizenship is also 

about knowing what the citizen wants. In realizing that there is no such thing as „the‟ 

citizen, it is, for both governments at the national level and for the EU, increasingly 

difficult to determine what courses of action are in line with what citizens want. De-

spite many efforts to close the „democratic deficit‟, indeed, it is questionable whether 

„European citizenship‟, in terms of rights to participate in a European public sphere, 

actually exists. In addition, in the context of globalization, large-scale migration, and 

the development of new (and often ethicized) national states and regional identities, 

the loyalty of citizens and identification of citizens with particular political constella-

tions can no longer be taken for granted. 

 

In this course we want to address three broad sets of questions: 

1. What are the new and emerging forms of social exclusion connected to citi-

zenship rights in Europe today? How do they merge with and challenge exist-

ing social contracts and ideas of rights at local, national and European levels? 

What are the implications of inequalities within and between countries for citi-

zenship rights? What are the key characteristics and mechanisms of these 

forms of social exclusion and how can they be challenged? 

2. How do national governments and the EU relate to their citizens and address 

issues of citizenship? How far do these reinforce and extend practices of inclu-

sion and exclusion? Has the meaning of citizenship changed in the context of 

the economic and financial crisis? Is citizenship inevitably framed by who is 

excluded? Has there been an extension or a diminution of citizenship rights 

over time?  

3. What is known about what citizens in Europe really want? How does the Euro-

pean Union respond to the demands of different groups of citizens? What are 

the problems and possibilities of the concept of „active citizens‟? How far can 

the participation of citizens challenge the power of vested interests in Europe 

and reinvigorate democracy?  

 

The course encourages diverse approaches to these questions from different aca-

demic disciplines, including, but not limited to, anthropology, sociology, political sci-

ence, economics, and law. Above all, we encourage an exploration of these issues 
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which combine theory and practice, addressing both analytical questions and issues 

of policy interventions, governance and political strategy, whether at the local, na-

tional, comparative, European and/or global level.   

 

Course History 

This course is the ninth edition of a bi annual series of courses of which Inclusion and 

Exclusion in Contemporary European Societies is the central theme. In 1998 the em-

phasis was on the exploration of the concepts of In- and Exclusion. In 2000 there was 

an accent on empirical data. The edition of 2002 paid extra attention to Inclusion and 

Exclusion in terms of (policy and governmental and non-governmental) intervention. In 

2004 the course focussed on the EU-enlargement and the future of „civil society‟ and 

„governance‟. In 2006 we were looking at the dilemmas in dealing with diversity and 

the directions that are open for action. In 2008 we focussed on the emerging para-

doxical trend of a Europe that is on the one hand becoming more provincial, paro-

chial and frozen and on the other hand becoming more dynamic, cosmopolitan and a 

global player. In 2010 we already focused on the consequences of the financial crisis 

for exclusion and inclusion in the EU. During our last course in 2012 we paid atten-

tion to the ways in which soft power, compared to hard power, could contribute in 

solving social problems. 

 

Literature 

An e-reader can be found on the website www.inclusionexclusion.eu. In this e-reader 

you can find different types of documents (papers and articles) written by or recom-

mended by the resource-persons of the 2014-course. These papers reflect their work 

and are related to the subjects they will introduce during the course. There will be no 

theoretical exam on the literature in the e-reader. 

 

Participants 

The course is primarily open to masters and PhD-students. For most participating 

departments this course has the character of a so called „honours programme‟. In 

general the course is aiming at students of disciplines that are dealing with issues 

related to the public domain (social sciences including e.g. sociology, political sci-

ence, public administration and policy sciences, anthropology, European Studies, 

law, economics, organizational sciences etc.). The course is selective. The selection 

will be made by the course directors and/or the participating institutes. 

 

Methods 

In this course we bring together students that are likely to have a future career 

within or connected with the public domain (and lecturers and researchers) from the 

so called „old EU‟ (especially the Netherlands), new and candidate member states of 

the EU and from the so called new neighbours. The aim is to share and to discuss 

our knowledge and perspectives on the Challenges of Europe.  

The intensive international part of the course in Dubrovnik includes different 

longer and shorter plenary presentations by resource persons from different coun-

tries, workshop sessions with presentations by participants, forum debates, simula-

tion games, future creating workshops, and so on. As lecturers and participants stay 
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in the same hotel, discussions will be extended during evening hours within an in-

formal setting. 

 

Tests/Assignments 

 

Written proposal presentation 10% 

Workshop presentation 30% 

Written summary of presentation 10% 

Written paper 50% 

 

Participants are obliged to give a workshop presentation and to prepare a paper in 

advance on research related to the central theme of the course. The participants will 

be asked to send in proposals for papers and workshop presentations. The proposals 

have to be related to the central theme of the course. Participants can for instance 

choose (or combine) different angles to approach the central theme of the course. 

These may include, but are not limited to: 

- identifying, describing and analysing new or changing forms of social exclu-

sion on a local, national, regional or European level (and showing the Euro-

pean dimension of it), especially those related to ideas of citizenship in its 

broadest sense 

- focusing on and evaluating ways to address (intervention, public policy) forms 

of exclusion (and how relations with other countries and the EU influence 

these) 

- focusing specifically on the possibilities and limitations to address these issues 

on a European level or by the EU. 

 

During the months preceding the course there will be assistance through information 

on the website and by e-mail. The final papers will be published on the website after 

the course. Furthermore the participants are expected to write a short summary of 

their own presentation and a short report on one of the other presentations. The 

summaries will be part of the hard copy and the e-version of the final report of the 

course. Requirements can be found on the website www.inclusionexclusion.eu. 

 

More information? 

For questions on the program, costs, grants and the application procedure for the 

2014 edition, please contact Raphaël Lepot (course assistant). Course reports from 

earlier editions (1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010 & 2012) are available! 

 

Utrecht University, Utrecht School of Governance 

Bijlhouwerstraat 6 

3511 ZC Utrecht (the Netherlands) 

T: +31 (0)30-2538101 

E: r.p.m.lepot@uu.nl 

W: www.inclusionexclusion.eu  

 


